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THE VALUES AS CRITICAL FACTOR OF MORAL EDUCATION 
 
Abstract. The education system of the Republic of Kazakhstan is facing severe reforms. One of the main 

problems of problems is the spiritual and moral education of the young. One of the possible reasons of this problem 
is the change of ideological orientations, the spiritual vacuum as a result of the collapse of USSR (penetration of the 
culture of violence, egoism, deception, Western commercial culture, etc.) into the national culture. The lack of 
spirituality, low morality, as well as rudeness, crime, drug addiction, alcoholism and many other evils of our time - 
they all destroy both a person, society, and the state. It is necessary to clarify at once that at present the theoretical 
elaborations of the concepts of “spirituality”, “morality”, “emotional and moral feelings” are often characterized by 
ambiguity and inconsistency. In the complex contemporary reality, in the flow of the media, which do not always 
have a positive impact on the formation of the necessary moral qualities, it becomes more and more difficult for the 
younger generation to figure out what is right for him and what is false. 

Key word: spiritual and moral education, morality, moral qualities, moral values of the personality. 
 

In the Republic of Kazakhstan, a “Concept of education in the system of continuous education” is one 
of primarly first State Program. “The problems of education development undoubtedly deserve close 
attention, since we are talking about tomorrow of Kazakhstan, the value orientations of our society, the 
national security of the country, whose roots lie in upbringing, creative development, and public 
development of the younger generation. The development of education in the education system of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan in recent years has rightfully become one of the priorities in the activities of the 
Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan, education authorities of subjects, 
educational institutions of all types and types ” [1]. Spiritual, moral and patriotic education is an aim of the 
strategic development program of Kazakhstan - "Kazakhstan-2030", "Five Institutional Reforms," 
"Rukhany Zhangyru." 

Our views on the essence of the basic concepts and factors of the development of spiritual and moral 
education rely on critical concepts for the search for new ideas. Critical concepts of moral education are 
"morality," "moral qualities," "moral values of the person." 

“ Value ” is defined as the importance, significance, benefit, utility of something. Externally, the 
value acts as a property of the object or phenomenon. However, significance and usefulness are inherent 
not in nature, not merely because of the internal structure of the object itself, but as subjective assessments 
of specific properties that are involved in the sphere of human social life, a person is interested in them or 
needs. The system of values plays the role of everyday orientations in the subject and social reality of a 
person, the designations of his various practical attitudes towards the surrounding objects and phenomena. 

The norms that have taken shape in society are the highest expression of the value system (that is, the 
prevailing ideas about what is considered good, right, or desirable). The concept of values and norms 
differ. Values - these are abstract, general concepts, and norms - these are rules or guidelines for behavior 
in certain situations. The system of values prevailing in society plays a vital role since it affects the 
content of norms. All norms reflect social values. The system of values can show the norms prevailing in 
society. 

Moral values are the most critical element of the internal structure of personality, which provides and 
shows the degree of its maturity and sociality, determines the very essence of a social individual, the state 
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of development of the inner world of a person, his mind, character, consciousness, conscience, soul, 
characterizes his level of humanity. 

According to Soviet philosophers the categorical apparatus, which includes the concept of “value”, 
“value relation”, “assessment”, “value orientation” appeals attention to the educational aspect of the 
theory of values, that education implies the awareness of the educated person of specific phenomena as 
values or non-values, determined by his understanding of the totality of values. [2] 

Values are defined in philosophy as “specifically social definitions of objects of the surrounding 
world, revealing their positive or negative significance for man and society (good, good, evil, beautiful, 
enclosed in phenomena of social life and nature). [3] 

The values include only “positively significant events and phenomena related to social progress. [4] 
V. P. Tugarinov defines values as “objects, phenomena and their properties that are necessary (necessary, 
useful, accepted, etc.) to people of a specific society or class and individual personality as means of 
satisfying needs and interests. [5] 

Values are not primary. S. L. Rubinstein emphasizes that values are the special form of reflection, the 
product from the relationship between the world and human, expressing what is in the world, including 
what human creates in the process of history, is significant for him. [6] 

The integrative role of value orientations is noted by researchers such as A.G. Zdravomyslov and 
V.A. Yadov, which believe that value orientations are “this component of the structure of the personal 
consciousness, which represents a certain axis of consciousness, around which the personal thoughts and 
feelings revolve and from the point of view of which many life questions are solved” [7] . 

The system of value orientations determines the content direction of the personality and forms the 
basis of its relationship to the world, to other people, to itself, the basis of the worldview and the core of 
life motivation, the basis of the life concept and “philosophy of life.” 

Sh. Schwartz and W. Bilski hypothesized the existence of a bound - a small number of “universal 
motivational types” - “before - men, ”differing from each other by“ type of goal ”or dominant - the 
growing value. They identified ten such “domains,” which represent various types of value orientations of 
the individual. Each “domain” corresponds to one or another leading terminal value - self-regulation, the 
fullness of sensations, hedonism, achievement of success, power, security, conformance, maintenance of 
traditions, group welfare, the well-being of all people in general. Proceeding from this, Sh. Schwartz and 
W. Bilski distinguish the following dichotomy of values: 

 Values of conservation (security, conformity, traditions) -the value of change (fullness of 
sensations, self-regulation). 

 Values of self-determination (group well-being and human - society in general) - the human 
values (power, achievement, hedonism) [8]. 

 
 

Figure 1 - Schwart’s Values Theory 
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As noted D. A. Leontiev, the individual values hierarchy, as a rule, is a sequence of the - effectiveness 
of reasonably well-demarcated “blocks.” Leontiev grouped the values, combined into polar block systems 
[9].  

Terminal values opposition include: 
 Specific life values (health, work, friends, family life) - abstract values (knowledge, development - 

tie, freedom, creativity). 
 Values of professional self-realization (interest -work, productive life, creativity, active life) - the 

values of personal life (health, love, having friends, entertainment, family life). 
 Individual values (health, creativity, freedom, active life, entertainment, self-confidence, 

financially secured life) - interpersonal values (having friends, a happy family life, the other's happiness). 
 Active values (freedom, active life, productive life, exciting work) - passive values (the beauty of 

nature and art, self-confidence, knowledge, life- wisdom). 
Among the instrumental values of D. A. Leontiev, - are following dichotomies: 
 Ethical values (honesty, zero tolerance to crime) - values of interpersonal communication 

(upbringing, cheerfulness, sensitivity) - values of professional self-realization (responsibility, efficiency in 
business, strong will, diligence). 

 Individualistic values (high demands, - dependence, strong will) - conformist values (pilar, self-
control, responsibility) - altruistic -values (tolerance, sensitivity, open-mindedness). 

 Values of assertiveness (high demands, independence, intransigence, courage, strong will) - values 
adoption of others (tolerance, sensitivity, open-mindedness). 

 Intellectual values (education, rationalism, self-control) emotional attitude values (cheerfulness, 
honesty, sensitivity). 

Bulgarian researcher V. Momov contrasts - target values (or conceivable - desired, possible) and 
existing values (or cash - relevant). According to Momov values could be classified as target value, goal-
value, ideals, desire-values, and proper values (normative values). [10]. 

In the theory of A. Maslow, in contrast to the typological approach of S. Schwartz and W. Bilski, the 
value groups (as well as the blocks forms) form a vertical hierarchy. According to him, by - needs and 
values "are not a dichotomy, but a consistent hierarchy, that is, they depend on each other" [11] . A. 
Maslow identifies two main groups of values: 

- B-values (values of life) - the highest values of self-actualizing people (truth, goodness, beauty, 
integrity, overcoming of dichotomy, vitality, uniqueness, perfection, fullness, justice, order, simplicity, lay 
down - bone without effort, etc.); 

- D-values (deficient values) - lower values, which are the result of frustrated needs (peace, rest, 
sleep, rest, dependence, security, etc. ) [12]. 

 
Figure 2 - Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 
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As well as A. Maslow, the theory motivations K. Alderfer developed by definition of human wants. 
The distinctive feature of this theory is the combination of requirements in three groups: 

- the needs for existence (on Maslow's classification requirements physiological and in safety); 
- the requirements connected with human social nature (the need for social interaction); 
- requirements for personal growth and development. 
As a result of the generalization of typical situations that society or humanity had to face in history, 

V. Frankl identifies three groups of eternal values - semantic universals: 
 values of creativity, allowing a person to realize that he gives to society; 
 values of experience, allowing a person to realize that he takes from society; 
 values of a relationship allowing a person to realize by - the position he occupies concerning 

factors limiting - living his life. 
 

 
 

Figure 3 - V. Frankl theory of values 
 
Values of the relationship, in turn, are divided into three - categories: meaningful attitude to pain, 

guilt, and death. [13] 
M. Rokich proposed a theoretical model for studying the value orientations of a person and presented 

a useful tool for measuring them[14]. 
In the latter case, value orientations act as an individual ideology of lifestyle. They are formed in the 

assimilation of social experience and manifest themselves in the goals, ideas, beliefs, interests, and other 
elements of the inner world, are realized in the behavior of the individual. In the structure of activity, 
value orientations are closely related to the cognitive and volitional sides; they ensure the stability of the 
individual, the continuity of a specific type of behavior. The system of value orientations is the content 
side of the orientation of the individual and reflects the internal basis of its relationship to reality. 

Value orientations are a complex formation in which three main components are: cognitive, emotive, 
and behavioral. Cognitive is an element of knowledge, emotive - the emotional component, resulting from 
the assessment; behavioral - associated with the implementation of value orientations in the behavior of 
the individual. 

Value orientations are among the most critical components of the personality structure; according to 
the degree of their formation, one can judge the level of personality development. Developed value 
orientations are a sign of maturity, an indicator of a measure of sociality. A stable and consistent set of 
value orientations determines such personal qualities as integrity, reliability, loyalty to certain principles 
and ideas, the ability to make strong-willed efforts in the name of these ideas and values, the activity of 
life position. The inconsistency of value orientations generates inconsistency in behavior. 
Underdevelopment of value orientations is a sign of infantilism, domination of external stimuli in the 
internal structure of the personality. 
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Scientists have proposed many typologies of values, the most well-known is the division into 
spiritual, social and material. Besides, they highlight the values corresponding to different areas of social 
life (moral, aesthetic, political, educational, economic, etc.). M. Rokich cites his typology: 

- Values-goals (terminal), defined by them as a person's beliefs that the ultimate goal of individual 
existence is worth striving for it. Terminal values determine for a person the meaning of his life, indicate 
that it is especially important and significant for him. 

- Values-means (instrumental), defined as the beliefs of the person that a specific course of action or 
personality trait are preferred in any situation. 

Instrumental values are divided into groups: 
- ethical, communication values, business values; 
- individualistic, conformist, altruistic; 
- self-affirmation, acceptance of other people, etc. [15] 
The values represent all significant meanings for a person, but the most global of them is the meaning 

of life, the essence of which lies in the relationship of the individual to himself and society, to understand 
his place in society and to understanding the social significance of his activities. This or that 
understanding [16] the meaning of life determines the whole line of human behavior and is the moral core 
on which his moral attitudes are “fixed.” The “meaning of life” is commonly understood as people's 
awareness of the main content of all activities (past, present, future), which determines their place and 
significance in the life of society. 

It is necessary for a person to be sure that an individual life is necessary for him, for people, and for 
society. The correct understanding of the meaning of life by a person gives him such moral strength, 
which helps in overcoming life's difficulties. For a person, it is of interest not only the result of his activity 
but also the activity itself, the need for it. 

According to A.I. Titarenko, value orientations are such elements of moral consciousness that are 
reproduced, objectified in actions and relationships [17]. This feature of value orientations is noted by 
researchers such as D.N. Uznadze, S.L. Rubinstein, V.N. Myasishchev, G.Kh. Shingarov, who were 
among the first to turn to the study of this phenomenon, which is described in psychology through the 
notions of “attitude,” “social orientation,” and “attitude. ”The structural elements of moral consciousness 
are organically included in the composition of the motives and incentives of all types and forms of activity 
of subjects, determining its orientation. 

 V.A. Yadov mentioned that the inclusion of value orientations in the structure of moral 
consciousness “allows one to catch the most common social determinants of behavioral motivation, the 
sources of which should be sought in the socio-economic nature of society and the environment in which a 
person was formed and where the daily life activity of a person takes place” [18]. By assimilating the 
values of his environment and turning them into value orientations, the motivational forces of his 
behavior, a person becomes an active subject of social activity. 

Thus, values and value orientations can be represented as fundamental elements of moral 
consciousness, connecting not only elements of theoretical moral consciousness, but also ordinary ones, 
since the boundary between these two levels is very mobile, and such structural elements as assessments 
and norms, as well as the values themselves, can be formed both spontaneously (at the level of everyday 
consciousness) and developed consciously (at the theoretical level in a systematic and logical evidence-
based form). 

The value is usually understood as an object, a phenomenon of the material or spiritual culture of 
humanity, which has acquired a stable meaning for an individual since it serves or could serve as a means 
of satisfying its needs and achieving its main goals. [19]. J. Hudeček gives a short but very capacious 
definition of this phenomenon: “Values are a part of the individual’s consciousness, while that part of it, 
without which there is no personality” [20]. 

 Modern researchers in two guises interpret the concept of "moral value": 
- first, it is the moral norms, principles, ideas, the concepts of good and evil, justice, and happiness 

that are objectively existing, formed by concrete historical and social experience of humanity;  
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- secondly, the moral value can act as a personal phenomenon, as a personified person’s attitude to 
social, moral values, their acceptance, rejection, etc.  

Moral values, among other values, are many researchers (V. Blumkin, D. A. Leontyev, T. I. 
Porohovskaya, A. I. Titarenko, and others) put it on the list of the highest. 

So what is “moral value”? By this phenomenon, we understand the integral formation of moral 
consciousness, which includes moral norms, evaluations, concepts, principles, ideals, closely related to the 
motives and needs of the individual, ensuring the focus of his consciousness on the achievement of higher 
moral goals, performing the functions of evaluation, regulation of human behavior on basis of good and 
evil. 

Morality is a component of a culture whose content is the ethical values that form the basis of 
consciousness. Morality is the ability of a person to act, think and feel by his spiritual principle, these are 
the ways and methods of transmission to the outside of his inner spiritual world. The process of spiritual 
and moral education is a set of consistent interactions of the educator and the team, aimed at achieving the 
effectiveness and quality of pedagogical activity and the proper level of moral education of the personality 
of the adolescent. 

Morality is an integral part of an integrated approach to the education of the individual “The 
formation of morality is nothing but the translation of moral norms, rules, and requirements into 
knowledge, skills, and habits of personal behavior and their unswerving observance,” writes I.F. 
Harlamov. Morality is formed from the word "morals." In Latin, manners sound like morass - morality. 
[21]. 

Morals are those standards and norms that guide people in their behavior, in their daily actions. 
Morals are not eternal and not immutable categories. They are reproduced by the power of the habits of 
the masses, supported by the authority of public opinion, and not of legal provisions. At the same time, 
moral requirements, norms, and rights receive a specific justification in the form of ideas about how to 
behave in society. 

Moral norms - is an expression of certain relations, prescribed by the morality of society to the 
behavior and activities of the individual in various fields. 

The formation of moral values is influenced by public life. According to many psychologists, there is 
currently a severe deformation of moral values under the influence of Western culture. E. Fromm argued 
that the change of the social system changes the personal consciousness, the meaning of human life [22]. 
If Shakespeare's Hamlet asked: “To be or not to be?”, Then the modern man changes the wording of the 
question to “To be or Have.” The desire for enrichment, pragmatism gives birth to a certain emptiness in 
the human soul. Thus, Western culture, which has become widespread at present, requires the formation of 
a “market” type of personality. Its values are individualism, self-orientation, the family as a “public” 
institution loses its value. 

 
 

Figure 4 - Erich Fromm’s human needs and values 
 

Another problem is propaganda in the media, in which such values as “family,” “marriage” and 
“love” are distorted, and are demonstrated in some surrealism. 
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Education is one of the main categories of pedagogy related to the purposeful activity of teachers to 
develop the professional and personal qualities of students, contributing to their entry into modern culture, 
as well as stimulating self-development and their development as subjects of their own lives. The goals of 
education are the expected changes in a person, carried out under the influence of specially prepared and 
systematically conducted educational actions and actions. The specificity of education is revealed in the 
fact that it is addressed to the whole person and can only be understood by the logic of its qualitative 
changes. 

There are three aspects of education in the opinion of N. M. Borytko : social (identification with a 
socio-cultural and professional environment; acceptance of values, in the first place); individual (isolation 
of oneself from the environment: self-determination, self-establishment, self-realization, etc.); 
communicative (interaction with the environment: the exchange of influences, not only the acceptance of 
the values of the environment, but also the statement in it of their views, their value) [23] . 

The educational system is an ordered, basic set of components, the interaction and integration of 
which determines the ability of an educational institution or its structural subdivision to purposefully and 
effectively promote the development of the personality of students. Moral behavior education is the 
formation of moral actions and moral habits. The act characterizes the attitude of man to the surrounding 
reality. Moral habit is the need to commit moral actions. Habits based on the rules of the behavioral 
culture, discipline, and complex when the pupil has a need and willingness to carry out activities that have 
a specific value. For successful habit formation it is necessary that the motives by which children are 
encouraged to be meaningful in their eyes, so that the attitude to the implementation of the actions of the 
children was emotionally positive and that, if necessary, the children were able to show some effort of will 
to achieve a result. [24] 

High spirituality affects by love, kindness, compassion, honesty, justice, mercy, tolerance. The higher 
the spiritual potential of the person, the more powerful natural defense human body in general. People 
with a low level of spiritual development do not have a robust immune system. 

The primary function of spiritual and moral education is to form a moral consciousness in the younger 
generation, sustainable moral behavior and moral feelings corresponding to the modern way of life, to 
form an active life position of each person, a habit to be guided in their actions, actions, relationships, 
feelings of public duty [25]. 

Spiritual and moral education has its specific goals. The dominant social relations and spiritual values 
determine moral education. The purpose of education is the formation of a morally stable integral 
personality.  

The process of moral education is only useful when the teacher has feedback about the effectiveness 
of educational influences and takes this information into account at each new stage of his pedagogical 
activity. The teacher receives such information only from life, from the everyday study of the practice of 
relationships and activities among the educated. 

Moral values are the most critical element of the internal structure of personality, which provides and 
shows the degree of its maturity and sociality, determines the very essence of a social individual, the state 
of development of the inner world of a person, his mind, character, consciousness, conscience, soul, 
characterizes his level of humanity. 

The process of the personal moral values formation: 
1. Moral orientation through the saturation of knowledge, taking into account the age characteristics 

of the individual. The purpose of this stage is to generate interest in knowledge, to promote the 
development of moral needs.  

2. Through emotions to the realization of the spiritual and moral principles of the personality. The 
goal is to wake up the emotional sphere.  

3. Stimulation of internal reserves of the individual. The goal is the maximum inclusion in the 
situation of spiritual and moral choice.  

4. The actualization of the moral potential of the individual. The goal is to ensure the independence of 
choice.  

5. Stimulation of personal position. The goal is the formation of beliefs.  
The content of the process is in the gradual and consistent preparation of thoughts, feelings, and 

actions of students to spirituality, to the moral-oriented experience of behavior, in the awareness of the 
conditions for its implementation. 
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From the content of the process of forming the moral values of the individual, we see that spiritual 
and moral needs play a significant role in it. 

 The concept of “moral need” includes a range of mental phenomena relating to the system of 
psychological support, peculiar only to human behavior, which the individual himself relates to the public 
interest [26]. 

The spiritual and moral needs are the most important psychological component of the moral and 
motivational behavior of a person. B.D. Parygin [27] and others have established that the formation of two 
complex psychological phenomena - readiness to act and the ability to act - must precede any human 
action. 

Readiness for a motivated act implies: 
a) the desire to act accordingly; 
b) the absence of opposing desires or in any case the predominance of the first factor. 
The ability to morally act includes some mental qualities in a specific “set” for each moral act and 

each situation, in addition to knowing how to act. In one case, it is willpower, in the other, courage, in the 
third, activity, and so on.  

On this occasion, B.I. Dadonov writes: “not every person with an altruistic type of general emotional 
orientation can show high responsiveness, similar to how not all people who dream of a feat can 
accomplish it. In the type of general emotional orientation, only the need of the individual in the joy of 
certain experiences is recorded. But not always people are willing to pay for it dearly. ” [28] . Thus, the 
gap between aspirations and real actions is associated with the inability of the individual to the volitional 
effort. Therefore, when forming a spiritual and moral personality, special attention should be paid to the 
development of willpower in it [29]. 

In the studies of psychologists (L.S. Vygotsky [30] , A.N. Leontyev [31] , N.N.Trubnikov [32] and 
others ) are sensitive and imprinted peaks in personality development. According to their views, in the life 
of an individual, there are periods most favorable for the formation of certain qualities and abilities, 
including moral ones. From such views, the role of age periods in the spiritual and moral formation of the 
personality is determined. 

Thus, the formation of mental and personality traits that can influence its behavior begins at the 
moment of birth and continues throughout life. However, at the same time, it is not possible to form one or 
another line at will at every age. The formation of individual consciousness can lead at very early stages to 
the creation of persistent personality traits, rigid behavioral stereotypes, which subsequently can be 
corrected by tutors and education. 
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Аннотация. Қазақстан Республикасының білім беру жүйесі бірқатар реформалардан өтуде. Көптеген шешілмеген 

мəселелер əлі де бар. Бұл мəселелер жас ұрпақтың рухани-адамгершілік тəрбиесін де қамтиды. Бұл мəселенің туындауы 
рухани вакуум пайда болғандағы (ұлттық мəдениетке зорлық-зомбылықтың енуі, эгоизм, алдау, батыстық коммерциялық 
мəдениет жəне т.б.) идеологиялық бағыттардың өзгеруімен байланысты. 

Руханияттың жетіспеушілігі, төмен мораль, сондай-ақ дөрекілік, қылмыс, нашақорлық, маскүнемдік жəне біздің 
заманымыздың көптеген басқа да зұлымдықтары – олардың бəрі адамды, қоғамды жəне мемлекетті бұзады. Қазіргі 
уақытта «Руханилық», «адамгершілік», «эмоционалдық жəне моральдық сезімдер» ұғымдарының теориялық 
тұжырымдамалары көбінесе түсіністік жəне келіспеушілікпен жиі сипатталады, алдымен соны түсініп алу керек. Қазіргі 
заманғы күрделі кезеңде, қажетті моральдық қасиеттерді қалыптастыруға əрқашан оң əсер етпейтін бұқаралық ақпарат 
құралдарының ағымында жас ұрпаққа шындық пен жалғандықты анықтау қиынға соғуда. Рухани-адамгершілік тəрбиенің 
негізгі түсініктері мен факторларының мəні бойынша біздің көзқарасымыз жаңа идеяларды іздестірудің негізгі 
тұжырымдамаларына негізделген. 
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ЦЕННОСТЬ КАК БАЗОВАЯ ОСНОВА ДУХОВНО-НРАВСТВЕННОГО ОБРАЗОВАНИЯ 
 
Аннотация. Система образования Республики Казахстан переживает ряд реформ. Остаются нерешенные многие 

проблемы. К таким проблемам можно отнести духовно-нравственное воспитание подрастающего поколения. Постановка 
этой проблемы связана со сменой идеологических ориентаций, в появлении духовного вакуума (проникновение в 
национальную культуру культа насилия, эгоизма, обмана, западной коммерческой культуры и т.д.). Бездуховность, 
низкая нравственность, а также грубость, преступность, наркомания, алкоголизм и многие другие пороки нашего 
времени - все они разрушают как человека, общество, так и государство. Необходимо сразу пояснить, что в настоящее 
время теоретические разработки понятий «духовность», «нравственность», «эмоционально-нравственные чувства» 
отличаются зачастую неясностью и противоречивостью. В сложной современной действительности, в потоке средств 
массовой информации, которые далеко не всегда оказывают положительное воздействие на формирование необходимых 
нравственных качеств, молодому поколению становится все труднее разобраться - что для него истинно, а что ложно. 
Наши взгляды на сущность основных понятий и факторы развития духовно-нравственного воспитания опираются на 
ключевые понятия для поиска новых идей. 
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